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There are several things that are
happening during the next few weeks,
and a number of them are at the
United Nations in my home city in
New York.

The Palestinian leadership has de-
cided that it will go to the United Na-
tions to try to get a declaration of
statehood. Now, that is something that
I believe, and any reasonable person be-
lieves, should be decided in face-to-face
negotiations between Israel and the
Palestinians.

In any dispute anywhere in the
world, the only way that you can re-
solve the issue is if the two adversaries
sit down and hammer out the issues—
not by going to the United Nations,
which is, frankly, a kangaroo court
against Israel. There are so many reso-
lutions that get passed year in and
year out against Israel. Israel can
never have a fair shake.

And thinking the Palestinians are
thinking that if they go there somehow
or other they will have a state, in re-
ality it will make it even worse.

Because what happens is if the
United Nations declares a Palestinian
state, that shows that there need not
be any negotiations. And down the
line, the Palestinian leadership will
not be able to settle for anything less
than what the resolution says. And no
Israeli government, frankly, can agree
to what a likely resolution is likely to
say. And it will set back the cause of
negotiation and the cause of peace even
greater.

So I would say to the countries of the
United Nations not to do a knee-jerk
reaction, but to think about what will
really bring peace to the region. A two-
state solution, which I support—a Pal-
estinian state and Israel living side by
side in peace—that is what we want.
And I should say the Jewish State of
Israel and an Arab-Palestinian state
living side-by-side in peace.

If the Palestinians truly want peace,
they can get it. They can get it by
face-to-face negotiations, not by run-
ning to the United Nations and having
a resolution that will set back the
cause of peace for many, many years to
come.

Now, another thing that’s happened
in the region has been frankly the bel-
ligerence of Turkey with Israel. Tur-
key is a NATO nation, but for some
reason the leadership in Turkey has de-
cided that they want to look away
from democracy. They want to look to-
wards Iran and towards the Middle
East. So they have become increas-
ingly hostile towards Israel.

And we have, of course, the flotilla
incident where Israel has a blockade of
Gaza because the Hamas terrorist orga-
nization is in Gaza and in control of
Gaza, and Israel has to be very, very
sure that it protects its citizens from
terrorism. We have had rockets and
rockets and rocket barrages fired into
Israel from Gaza, Israeli citizens being
killed. No country would ever allow
that to happen.
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If we had a situation where terrorists
were firing missiles at us from any of
the border countries, Mexico or Can-
ada, we wouldn’t stand for it for a sec-
ond. We would go in and clean out the
terrorists that are threatening our ci-
vilian population.

Israel has the absolute right to do
that. And the United Nations, in a rare
instance where it agreed with Israel,
just came out with a report saying that
the Israeli blockade of Gaza to prevent
weapons and weaponry from Kkilling
Israeli citizens was legal.

So of course we had the flotilla. It
came from Turkey. And there was an
incident that they were trying to break
the blockade. And there was an inci-
dent. And of course what happened
with it was the people were Killed. And
Turkey has used that as an excuse to
be belligerent against Israel.

I would say to Turkey they ought to
stop the nonsense, act more like a
NATO country, and act more like a
country that wants to go into the Eu-
ropean Union, not a country that is
sympathetic to extremism and not a
country that is saying the most bellig-
erent things. Just tone down and scale
back its diplomatic recognition with
Israel. I ask Turkey to act like a NATO
nation.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 55
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.
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The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER
Reverend Clark Johnson, First
Southern Baptist Church, Topeka,

Kansas, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, we begin our day by hum-
bly thanking You for Your love, from
which comes the blessings of life.
Among those blessings, none seems
more important or more needed to this
legislative body than the gift of wis-
dom.

We pray that each Member of this
Congress will seek the wisdom that
comes from You. We are thankful for
the leaders who use that wisdom to dis-
cern direction and implement the right
course of action to enrich the lives of
the citizens they represent. And I pray
for them personally, the demands made
upon them, the heavy burdens and re-
sponsibility, the lifestyle interrup-
tions, that they will physically, men-
tally, and emotionally remain stead-
fast to the task.

Lord, we collectively lift our Nation
to You, that it will be a blessing to You
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and to those to whom we’re involved
with throughout the world.

It is in the name of Jesus that we
pray.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. CHU) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. CHU led the Pledge of Allegiance
as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING PASTOR CLARK
JOHNSON

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentlewoman from Kansas (Ms.
JENKINS) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

(Ms. JENKINS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, I am so
pleased this morning to welcome a fel-
low Kansan to the halls of Congress.
Pastor Clark Johnson is here today
serving as Guest Chaplain to the House
of Representatives, and I have to say it
was a nice start to the day with a pray-
er infused with a little Kansas spirit.

Pastor Johnson joined the Topeka
community in 1989 when he accepted
the call to become senior pastor of the
First Southern Baptist Church in To-
peka, and over the last 20 years, Pastor
Johnson has built a true family at his
church with members steadfastly
working together for the greater glory
of Our Lord and Saviour.

Kansas and Topeka are so blessed to
have Pastor Johnson in our commu-
nity, and the House is especially
blessed to have Pastor Johnson with us
today. I want to thank him for his
service, and wish him well for many
years to come.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE
of Texas). The Chair will entertain up
to 15 further requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

——————

EMPOWERING PARENTS THROUGH
QUALITY CHARTER SCHOOLS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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